by Cindy Steele

Talkin’ Turkey!
Welcome back to Puddles’ Craft
Corner. Gobble, Gobble! When we
think of turkeys we often think about
the Fall season and
the Thanksgiving Holiday. Who
doesn’t remember making fun
turkey crafts in school while
anticipating our Thanksgiving
school break and the smell of turkey
cooking in the oven?
But turkeys aren’t just
for Thanksgiving. They are an
interesting species of birds. Turkeys
are one of most popular and
recognizable birds in the United
States. In fact, it was almost our
national bird. As the story goes,
Benjamin Franklin wanted the national bird to be the wild turkey rather than the
bald eagle. Some scholars say this is true and others say it’s a myth.
Whichever is true, turkeys are definitely an American icon! To learn more,
check out these fun turkey facts!

What is a Turkey?
A turkey is a large bird native to North
America. They are mostly
domesticated, but also live in the wild.
There are two distinct species of
turkeys the wild turkey and the
ocellated turkey. Wild turkeys live
across North America. They spend
their days looking for and eating food
such as acorns, seeds, small insects,
berries, and fruits. Wild Turkeys live in open forests and sleep in trees.
Ocellated Turkeys live in Southeastern Mexico, Northern Belize, and Northern
Guatemala. It is easy to tell the difference between Wild Turkeys and Ocellated
Turkeys. Ocellated Turkeys have a mixture of bronze, green and blue feathers,
similar to a peacock. Wild Turkeys have mostly brown feathers. Ocellated
Turkeys are smaller and also weigh less than Wild Turkeys
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What Do Turkeys Look Like?
Male turkeys are larger than female turkeys. They weigh between 8-24 pounds
and are about 4ft long. Female turkeys weigh between 7-16 pounds and are
about 3ft long. Adult turkeys have around 3,500 feathers.
Parts of a turkey
•

•
•
•
•
•

Wattle- The flap of the skin under the turkey chin. It is reddish in
color. The wattle turns bright red when a turkey anxious or worried and
when he is attracting a mate.
Spur- A spike above each foot.
Caruncle – The reddish growth on a turkey head and upper neck. The
fleshy bumps on the turkey's head and neck.
Tail Fan – Long feathers behind the turkey
Beards - A bundle of long feathers on turkeys chest
Bill – Hard, sharp beak

Can Turkeys Fly?
Have you even seen a turkey flying through the sky? Maybe you have, that is
because the answer to this question is yes, turkeys can fly…well sometimes.
Wild turkeys can fly. Wild turkeys can fly up to speeds of 55 miles per hour for
short distances. Domesticated turkeys (turkeys that live on farms) usually can’t
fly. This is because they are usually too heavy to fly. Both wild and
domesticated turkeys can also run fast. They can run at speeds up to 25 miles
per hour.
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What Do Turkeys Eat?
Turkeys are omnivores
meaning they eat both plants
and animals. Turkeys eat
nuts, seeds, fruits, berries,
insects, small reptiles, and
amphibians.
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Fun Turkey Facts!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A male turkey is called a tom or gobbler.
A female turkey is called a hen.
Baby turkeys are called a poult or sometimes a chick.
Hens can lay between 6-18 eggs. On the average, they lay about 12
eggs.
It takes about one month for turkey eggs to hatch.
Baby turkeys, or poults, cannot fly for about two weeks.
A group of turkeys is called a flock or sometimes a rafter.
Turkey is America’s 4th most popular meat, it comes behind chicken,
beef, and pork.
Turkey is a popular dish served on holidays and family dinners.
When people think of Thanksgiving, they usually think of turkey.
Did you know that over 90% of Americans eat turkey for Thanksgiving?

Puddles, the Blue Goose, is excited to share a fun craft about these gobblin’
good birds! Hands-on activities are some of the best ways for kids to learn
about something. Hands-on activities allow children to use their senses
while learning. They see, touch, and move real objects to complete tasks. This
means that science, nature, and more are amazingly brought to life!
Children begin to understand the meaning behind what they are doing.
Now, let’s gather up some simple materials to create our very own Gobblin’
Turkey! When you’re finished, your turkey will gobble just like a live turkey!

Gobblin’ Turkey Craft

Materials

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

One plastic Solo cup
Six or eight feathers
Two large googly eyes
One piece of yellow felt
One piece of red felt

1. Gather all materials.

6. One piece of yarn (3 ft. long)
7. One small square of sponge
8. Scissors
9. One paper clip
10.Glue

2. Poke a hole in the bottom of the cup.

3. Glue the googly eyes onto the cup with the cup sitting upside down.
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4. Cut a triangle out of the yellow felt and glue it onto the cup for the turkey’s
beak.

5. Cut the turkey’s wattle out of the red felt, outline it in black marker, and glue it
onto the turkey next to the yellow beak.

6. Glue the feathers across the back of the cup.

7. Tie one end of the yarn securely onto the paper clip.

8. Feed the other end of the yarn through the hole in the bottom of the cup so that
the paper clip holds the string securely.

9. Tie the small sponge tightly onto the bottom of the yarn.

10. Now it’s time to make your creation gobble like a real turkey! Wet the sponge
and fold it around the yarn up close to the turkey. Pull the yarn taut. Pull the
folded sponge in short jerking motions down the piece of yarn and listen for
your turkey to sound like a wild turkey out in the forest!

If you would like to take this one step further and learn more about wild turkeys while
reading a charming children’s book, here are some terrific books with beautiful
artwork:

Little Tom Turkey by Frances Bloxam
Gobble, Gobble: One Year in the Life of a Wild Turkey by Cathryn Fallwell
Turkey Trouble by Wendi Silvano
How to Catch a Turkey by Adam Wallace
Taylor, the Thankful Turkey by Sonica Ellis

Puddles is so excited about our upcoming December craft. Here’s a hint…join us
next month with a fun craft to celebrate the return of the annual geese flocks to
Hagerman NWR!

